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EQUINE INTERNSHIPS
WHAT IS PEACEFUL PASTURES? Peaceful Pastures is a direct market, all natural, grass fed, meat business producing and selling beef, lamb, goat, pork, duck and turkey.  All of the species are pastured in the 300 acre scenic valley where we live.  In addition, we have a herd of 15 horses, most of whom are unstarted. The horses under saddle are ridden using Parelli techniques, and several of them also drive!
WHO IS A GOOD FIT FOR THIS INTERNSHIP? An experienced rider that is height/weight proportionate that is willing to devote himself/herself to natural horsemanship for the term of the internship. You’ll be in the saddle or on your feet all week so you should be physically fit and capable of doing the job.  You need a confident, independent seat and quiet, steady hands. You must also have the emotional fitness necessary to work with both unstarted and green horses outside of an arena.
WHO IS A TYPICAL INTERN? All of our interns are people dedicated to a summer of learning and diversity; they are eager to accept responsibility and step up to a new level of intensity and growth. They look forward to being independent from family and “High School Ways and Days” for a time of personal achievement.
The scope, size and diversity of our operation allows us to offer outstanding internship opportunities in several areas, yet being a small family run business provides one on one learning, coaching and evaluation.

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE THINGS I’LL LEARN? You’ll learn more about natural horsemanship and the basics of carriage driving through Parelli DVDs, hands on coaching and demos, mini lessons with local horse people and auditing clinics with local Parelli instructors (if offered).  Your main role will be to help start horses driving as well as riding.

Our equine interns are responsible for the day to day care and husbandry for the herd.

WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS? You MUST be: at least 18 years old; physically fit; 

able to repeatedly lift and carry 50 pounds; able to walk/run up/down steep hillsides; drug and tobacco free; have a drivers license, reliable transportation, and follow a basic dress code.
Preferential hiring will be given to applicants who can safely drive a stick shift.

In addition successful applicants will demonstrate a helpful, “can do” mindset and be capable of working steadily with minimal supervision. You need a teachable attitude and realistic expectations.
ARE YOUR HORSES ENGLISH OR WESTERN? This is one of the most commonly asked questions; however, in applying natural horsemanship a horse is neither labeled nor subjected to a gait, speed or frame before they have a strong foundation. The headset of a horse is never suggested during natural horsemanship.
I’M NOT SURE WHAT NATURAL HORSEMANSHIP IS; HOW CAN I LEARN MORE? An Internet search will yield plenty of information! Good clinicians to research include Pat Parelli, John Lyons, Chris Cox and Mark Rashid.
HOW DO I APPLY? Fill out the application and submit the short answers to the questions at the end. Finalist will be invited to the farm for a day long, working interview. The purpose of the working interview is not to show what you know, or don’t know, but rather to give you a realistic expectation as to what the job is—and isn’t. 
WHEN DO THEY START? Interns start the Monday, May 14th. Interns work through the Friday before classes resume.
WHERE IS IT LOCATED? Peaceful Pastures is an hour east of Nashville, TN.

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW? We begin intern interviews in January and continue (only) until all of the positions are filled; therefore it is advantageous to apply as soon as possible. Salary, housing options and more details of the internship will be discussed during the working interview. You may bring a horse with you, at no charge.
EQUINE INTERNSHIP APPLICANTS MUST SUBMIT A RIDING VIDEO.

In the video, here’s what we want to see:
In an open pasture or large outdoor arena

1. Mount the horse from both sides without a mounting block.

2. Walk, trot and canter both directions. Show 5-10 minutes at the trot with at least half of the trot time at a sitting trot.

3. Show a few figure 8’s at the trot and canter with simple, drop to trot lead changes.

PLEASE NOTE! Throughout the video, horses should be freely moving out; no western jog or short lope. We want to see all of this on a VERY loose rein (at the buckle for English riders.) The frame of your horse is not important, so don’t worry if he is a bit fast and strung out; we need to evaluate your ability to ride green horses, which will not be collected. No tie downs, martingales, draw reins, etc.

You will not be evaluated based upon show ring equitation!

You can post to youtube or snapfish and send us the link or snail mail a DVD.

